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ing suit next day. The Powers, who had been fencing with the
Porte about 'reforms' in the usual fashion, made last-minute
efforts to stop war. On 10 October Russia and Austria issued a
Joint Note stating that, if it occurred, they would 'tolerate at
the end of the conflict no modifications of the present territorial
status quo in European Turkey'. Undeterred, the four Allies
declared war on Turkey on 18 October. They were speedily
victorious in every field. Turkey's main army in Thrace was
crushed by the Bulgarians in the battles of Kirk Kilisseh (22-3
October) and Lule Burgas (28-9 October); her main Mace-
donian army by the Serbians at Kumanovo (27-8 October);
while the Greeks, the weakest of the three main Allies, had de-
feated another force at Elassona. Macedonia was speedily swept
clear of Turks; Salonica fell to the Greeks on 8 November, and
Monastir to the Serbians ten days later; while in Thrace the
Ottoman army, leaving Adrianople to be invested, fell back on
the Tchataldja lines for the defence of Constantinople. There a
Bulgarian assault was repulsed on 17 November, the first check
to the Allied progress.
These victories pleased all lovers of freedom, because they
liberated a large area of mainly Christian population from the
hideous misgovernment of the Turk. But they also set a slow-
burning match to the powder-barrels of Europe; and it is impor-
tant at this stage to see how and why. Behind the strife of local
forces stood the vital interests of Great Powers—those of Russia,
on the one hand, and those of Austria-Hungary and Germany on
the other.
Russia had her immemorial quest for a warm-water access to
the sea. Foiled elsewhere, she was now concentrated on seeking
it at what anyhow was the best point for her empire, the Bos-
phorus and Dardanelles. 'Freedom of the Straits' under a weak
Turkey was her immediate object; the reversion of Constanti-
nople when the Turks collapsed, her further goal. Her method of
approach was to dominate the Balkan peninsula through its Slav
inhabitants; and her chief obstacle to it, the mutual jealousy of
Serbs and Bulgars. For non-Slavs, like the Greeks and Ruma-
nians, she had much less regard, though naturally she preferred
to have them on her side. Her primary fear was of Austria-
Hungary. British opposition was now relaxed (though not ex-
pressly waived). But die 'ramshackle' bulk of the Dual Monarchy
lay as a Great Power on the flank of the advance; and for its

